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State Rep. George Moraitis, R-Fort Lauderdale, with hand outstretched, after speaking to the Broward Republican
Party meeting in Plantation on Oct. 24, 2016. He is running for the job of party chairman in a special election in
January 2018.
(Anthony Man)

State Rep. George Moraitis, R-Fort Lauderdale, said Monday he’s running in a
special election to become chairman of the Broward Republican Party.

He said he hopes to heal divisions in a party that’s rife with factions, try to bring
more people in to the ranks of party activists and try to improve the party’s track
record in local elections.

Advertisement

“We need to do something to revitalize the Republican Party,” Moraitis said. “I’d
like to reach out to constituencies that haven’t been part of the Republican Party,
nationally and in this area.”

As Broward has trended more Democratic, the Republicans’ fortunes have
declined. Moraitis is one of only two Republicans among Broward County
commissioners, local state senators and local state representatives.
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Broward Republican chairman resigns after
months of turmoil

JAN 06,  2018 AT 7:00 PM

ADVERTISEMENT

Moraitis is beginning his final year
in office. He’s unable to run for re-
election to his east Broward state
House seat because of term limits. In
March, his wife, Heather, will begin
a three-year term on the Fort
Lauderdale City Commission. She
built such a formidable campaign
organization that no one ran against
her, and she was elected without
opposition.

Moraitis is hoping to take over the
position left vacant by the surprise
resignation over the weekend

of party Chairman Bob Sutton, whose tenure was marked by severe factional
differences and an insurrection among several members of the county party’s
board of directors.

“George Moraitis is one of the few people who could bring both sides — who were
pro-Sutton and anti-Sutton — together,” said Rico Petrocelli, a former county
Republican chairman. Richard DeNapoli, another former county chairman and
current state committeeman, said “I know [Moraitis] can unite the party.” All the latest restaurant specials and events in SoFlo   READ NOW
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Broward Republican activists fly Trump flag in
deep blue Broward
The polls aren't promising and they're
vastly outnumbered in their home
county, but Broward Republican
activists aren't running away from

OCT 25,  2016 AT 11:02 AM

The numbers show the biggest challenge party leaders face: In 1996, Republicans
were 33.5 percent of the registered voters in Broward. In 2006, they were down to
26.2 percent. By 2016, Republicans slipped to 21.8 percent of registered voters —
in third place, behind people registered as no party affiliation/independents.

Moraitis was an enthusiastic supporter of Donald Trump’s presidential candidacy
last year. Delivering one of the warm-up speeches at a 2016 Trump rally at the
BB&T Center in Sunrise, he said he was supporting his party’s nominee for “A
better future and a better America — the kind of America Donald Trump believes
in."

Moraitis acknowledged Monday that
his views on some subjects are more
conservative than many
Republicans. But, he said, that
wouldn’t get in the way of building a
cohesive local party.

“The party should be big enough to
have different wings,” he said. “Just
because you don’t believe in every
single thing doesn’t mean you can’t
be part of this party.”

He said he thinks there’s room for
the Republican Party to improve its
performance in Broward among
people who are registered as
Democrats and as independent/no
party affiliation voters who like the

party’s positions on fiscal issues.
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If he’s elected chairman, Moraitis said it wouldn’t be appropriate to take sides in
primaries, with one exception. He said if a valued incumbent is challenged in a
primary by someone who isn’t well known, he wouldn’t “want to pretend that we’re
not supportive of our incumbents.”

Except for his time at the Naval Academy, in the Navy, and at the University of
Florida law school, Moraitis, 47, has lived in Fort Lauderdale his entire life. His law
practice concentrates on real estate closings and estate planning.

The state party decided the election to replace Sutton would be held on Jan. 22.

Fort Lauderdale lawyer Al Massey said Monday he’d considered running for the
job, but “when I learned George was interested in doing it, I backed out and I
support him 100 percent.”
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Petrocelli said he doesn’t know of anyone else running for the post.

Sutton’s letter

On Monday, committeemen and committeewomen from around the county — who
form the governing organization of the local party — were officially notified of
Sutton’s resignation in an email from Acting Chairwoman Celeste Ellich.

Sutton’s resignation was announced Saturday by state party Chairman
Blaise Ingoglia at a meeting of the state Republicans’ Executive Board in Orlando.

“After much thought, prayer, and discussion with my family; I have decided that it
is in the best interest of the Republican Party of Broward County to resign as its
chairman,” Sutton wrote, adding that he’d say on as a rank-and-file committeeman
and attempt “to effect a positive change so necessary for the growth of the
Republican Party in Broward County.”

Like us on Facebook

Topics: Elections, Republican Party, Donald Trump, Fort Lauderdale

Anthony Man
South Florida Sun Sentinel   

Anthony Man is the Sun Sentinel's political writer. Concentrating on local political people,
parties and trends, he also covers state and national politics from a South Florida perspective.
He previously covered Palm Beach County government and made repeated reporting trips to
Tallahassee. He has also covered state and local politics in Illinois.

You and 146K others like this.           Like

If You Like to Play, this City-Building Game is a Must-Have.
No Install. All the latest restaurant specials and events in SoFlo   READ NOW

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-sb-broward-republican-chairman-resigns-20180106-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/elections-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article-inbody
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/republican-party-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article-inbody
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/donald-trump-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article-inbody
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/fort-lauderdale-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article-inbody
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/sfl-anthony-man-bio-staff.html#nt=author-bio
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/sfl-anthony-man-bio-staff.html#nt=author-bio
https://om.forgeofempires.com/foe/us/?ref=tab_us_us_videonew&&external_param=2871303510&pid=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&bid=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F34ae3d8438b9f0684092dd84dd25fdb9.jpeg&tblci=GiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDJqD8#tblciGiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDJqD8


7/5/2020 State Rep. George Moraitis running for Broward Republican chairman - South Florida Sun Sentinel - South Florida Sun-Sentinel

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-sb-george-moraitis-party-chairman-20180108-story.html 7/9

FORGE OF EMPIRES | SPONSORED

EVERYDAYKOALA | SPONSORED

TAONGA: THE ISLAND FARM | SPONSORED

Actor Posed With A Fan & Didn't Realize Who She Is

The Most Addictive Farm Game of 2020. No Install

Richard Gere's Son, Homer, is Turning Heads After His 20th Birthday

HEALTHY GEORGE | SPONSORED

How Amal Clooney Looks Without Makeup Is Tough To Handle
PAY DAY VILLE | SPONSORED

SUN SENTINEL

SUN SENTINEL

7-year-old boy shot in the head in Fort Lauderdale

By EILEEN KELLEY, WAYNE K. ROUSTAN, JOE CAVARETTA
Surveillance video captures horrific scene of a man shot in the head near Fort Lauderdale beach

By WAYNE K. ROUSTAN

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

If Stephen Hawking is right about Earth's end, keep an eye on
the deer

BRIDESBLUSH | SPONSORED

MYDAILYMAGAZINE | SPONSORED

Dad Takes Photo Of Kid With Matthew Broderick, Failing To
Notice Who's In The Background

Couple Who Waits 9 Years To Open Their Wedding Present
Gets A Rude Awakening

SUN SENTINEL

SUN SENTINEL

Virginia man told police fatal shooting of wife’s friend in Fort Lauderdale was accidental

By WAYNE K. ROUSTAN
As hospitals fill with coronavirus patients, Florida wants to know who is in the ICU beds

By CINDY KRISCHER GOODMAN
 All the latest restaurant specials and events in SoFlo   READ NOW

https://om.forgeofempires.com/foe/us/?ref=tab_us_us_videonew&&external_param=2871303510&pid=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&bid=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F34ae3d8438b9f0684092dd84dd25fdb9.jpeg&tblci=GiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDJqD8#tblciGiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDJqD8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-05:Feed-subscriber-below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%201:
https://everydaykoala.com/modern-familys-star-didnt/?utm_source=taboola-nh&utm_campaign=nh-us-d-edk-britnen-110620-c1660&utm_medium=tb4957251_1008943&utm_term=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&fpCode=fw8qvsxb
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:Feed-subscriber-below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%202:
https://taongafarm.com/en/landings/gp/8?ref=ads_W_050219_US_Click_Image&mng=VK&utm_source=taboola&utm_term=1008943_tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_content=2881872683#tblciGiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDJpEc
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:Feed-subscriber-below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%202:
https://healthygeorge.com/celeb-health/celebrity-kids-gere-son?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_campaign=4882877&utm_term=Richard+Gere%27s+Son%2C+Homer%2C+is+Turning+Heads+After+His+20th+Birthday&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fa9710fff94e51adf7c6030523e483855.jpg
https://paydayville.com/lifestyle-luxury/no-makeup-clooney?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_campaign=4981204&utm_term=How+Amal+Clooney+Looks+Without+Makeup+Is+Tough+To+Handle&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fbfb293b50136ce163d87cbfb3559952c.jpg&id=2020-07-05+19%3A25%3A47
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-07:Feed-subscriber-below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-07:Feed-subscriber-below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%203:
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-child-shot-in-head-20200702-3im5olnzdnbkbg2fk26idvazjm-story.html#nt=taboola-feed
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-fatal-head-shot-arrest-20200701-r5hfqq7exraonpfmsdjvrzuzrq-story.html#nt=taboola-feed
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/huppke/ct-deer-human-bones-huppke-20170508-story.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=exchange&tblci=GiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CCP3z8#tblciGiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CCP3z8
http://70ckkfdk.bridesblush.com/trends/matthew-broderick-photo-background-tb/?utm_campaign=SB%20Seinfeld%20Photo%20Story%20Amyv1%20En%20-%20Desktop%20USA&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_term=Dad+Takes+Photo+Of+Kid+With+Matthew+Broderick%2C+Failing+To+Notice+Who%27s+In+The+Background&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fdjdy6whc2vqt5.cloudfront.net%2F0b0f906b-cf16-47a8-8415-839afbee07d2.jpg
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:Feed-subscriber-below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%206:
https://mydailymagazine.com/after-avoiding-this-wedding/?utm_source=taboola-dx&utm_campaign=dx-us-d-mdm-wedpren-290620-c1816&utm_medium=tb5205658_1008943&utm_term=tribunedigital-sunsentinel
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-06:Feed-subscriber-below-article-thumbs_ARC%20|%20Card%206:
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-fatal-shooting-arrest-20200630-zmrppxe5fza3fewyeycchye5ou-story.html#nt=taboola-feed
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-coronavirus-icu-bed-reporting-rules-change-20200623-dmf4p5nf3few5mvjvh53vixewm-story.html#nt=taboola-feed
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-rr2:taboola-right-rail-thumbnails_arc:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-rr2:taboola-right-rail-thumbnails_arc:


7/5/2020 State Rep. George Moraitis running for Broward Republican chairman - South Florida Sun Sentinel - South Florida Sun-Sentinel

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-sb-george-moraitis-party-chairman-20180108-story.html 8/9

CONNECT

TRIBUNE PUBLISHING

Chicago Tribune

The Baltimore Sun

The Morning Call of Pa.

Daily Press of Va.

The Daily Meal

New York Daily News

Orlando Sentinel

Hartford Courant

The Virginian-Pilot

BestReviews

COMPANY INFO

Careers Place an ad

You May Like by TaboolaSponsored Links

Best of Senior

Trending AC unit

Wild Alaskan Company

Stansberry Research

Cher's Son Is Probably The Most Handsome Man To Ever Exist

Miami: Why Are People Snapping Up This $89 AC Unit?

Epicurious Says This Seafood Service is "Nailing It" [Find Out why]

Man Who Predicted Rise of Amazon Has New Prediction

ADVERTISEMENT

 All the latest restaurant specials and events in SoFlo   READ NOW

https://www.chicagotribune.com/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/
https://www.mcall.com/
https://www.dailypress.com/
https://www.thedailymeal.com/
https://www.nydailynews.com/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/
https://www.courant.com/
https://www.pilotonline.com/
https://bestreviews.com/
https://careers.tribpub.com/
http://placeanad.sun-sentinel.com/
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-rr2:taboola-right-rail-thumbnails_arc:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-rr2:taboola-right-rail-thumbnails_arc:
https://bestofsenior.com/entertainment/bos-celeb-kids-cher?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&utm_campaign=4923682&utm_term=Cher%27s+Son+Is+Probably+The+Most+Handsome+Man+To+Ever+Exist&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F91d960efb125736d36d71d495bee2b4c.jpg
https://www.ftdstrack.com/f20e6d8e-aac7-4dc3-a9bb-9b29b301fb47?site=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&site_id=1008943&title=Miami%3A+Why+Are+People+Snapping+Up+This+%2489+AC+Unit%3F&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=4992483&campaign_item_id=2906385860&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F82a1ba8484c9250497519e7648adced3.jpg&click_id=GiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDE5U8&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDE5U8#tblciGiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CDE5U8
https://wildalaskancompany.com/wild-alaskan-seafood/members-reviews-say-it-all?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=3rdPartyDesktop&utm_term=DT&utm_content=page1&discount=15OFF&tblci=GiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CD6_kc#tblciGiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CD6_kc
https://investingoutlook.co/legendary-stock-picker-predicts-best-performing-stock-of-2020/?cid=MKT473164&eid=MKT474680&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral#tblciGiCQ560LlMFO_1Fz8SZwHbijvYF3oQ5HzRjoMT4mGm7s4CC8jD0


7/5/2020 State Rep. George Moraitis running for Broward Republican chairman - South Florida Sun Sentinel - South Florida Sun-Sentinel

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-sb-george-moraitis-party-chairman-20180108-story.html 9/9

Newsroom Directory

Terms of Service

Feedback

Newspaper Online

Contact the Newsroom

Privacy Policy

Manage Web Notifications

TAG disclosure

FAQ

Copyright © 2020, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

 All the latest restaurant specials and events in SoFlo   READ NOW

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/trending/fl-ne-sun-sentinel-contacts-and-submissions-20180927-story.html#nt=footer
https://www.tribpub.com/central-terms-of-service/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/about/feedback/#nt=footer
http://enewspaper.sun-sentinel.com/html5/desktop/production/default.aspx?pubid=09c7c801-e32b-4036-b4e3-001ebe0a7176
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/about/fl-ne-sun-sentinel-newsroom-contacts-information-20200125-pdqprqcr7ba37fekextacyp6dy-story.html#nt=footer
https://www.tribpub.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/about/web-notifications/#nt=footer
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/about/tp-tag-disclosure-20190516-story.html#nt=footer
http://membership.sun-sentinel.com/faq/

